Notice of Request for Proposals (RFP) for
Low-Income Categorical Eligibility Study

Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas), Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E), Southern California Edison (SCE) and San Diego Gas & Electric Company (SDG&E), collectively referred to as the California Investor Owned Utilities (IOUs), operate three energy assistance programs for income qualified households.  The three programs include two reduced rate programs, the California Alternative Rates for Energy (CARE) and the Family Electric Rate Assistance (FERA) programs, as well as the direct install Energy Savings Assistance (ESA) Program.  The CARE program provides bill discounts up to 35% for electric and 20% for gas, while the FERA program provides a discount of 18% on electricity to qualifying customers.  The ESA Program offers low income natural gas and electric customers weatherization services, energy efficient lighting, energy efficient appliances, energy education, and other services at no cost.
Customers may meet income eligibility requirements for these programs if they are participating in an approved means-tested programs.  Means-tested programs are low-income assistance programs in which the customer’s income is verified by the appropriate state and federal agencies. 
This study will evaluate relevant means-tested public assistance programs with the aim of assessing applicability for CARE, ESA and FERA categorical enrollment.  Programs considered may include programs currently used for this purpose and/or new programs considered as part of this study.  In addition, the study will assess whether any recommended categorical programs would be good candidates for CARE and FERA automatic enrollment and what that would entail.
SDG&E anticipates releasing an RFP for this study late February 2022.  The study must be completed by December 2022.  The allowable budget may not exceed $150,000.   Parties interested in bidding on this project should send the following information to Brenda Gettig at SDG&E BGettig@SDGE.com by February 23rd, 2022.
· Contact Name
· Firm name
· Contact email
· Contact phone

