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Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2016 6:04:06 PM

Pat and Marshall,
Here is a draft email to send to Vincent, Karen and Jan.  Pat needs to communicate upward pretty
quickly. 
 
Dear Vincent, Karen and Jan,
DOE has released two concurrent rulemakings, Commercial Package Boiler Test Procedure and
Commercial Package Boiler Standard, that will impact our gas business.  I wanted to update you on
the issues for these two rulemakings and our current position. 
 
Test Procedure Issues

·         Issue: The current test procedure is generally considered to be flawed. It does not
accurately measures condensing boilers (the high efficiency option).  To appropriately
measure the efficiency of a condensing boiler requires a part load test. 

·         Issue: There isn’t a well-regarded part load test procedure for DOE to refer to.  ASHRAE 155
is being worked on (for the last two decades!) but we are unsure when (and if) it will be
finalized.

·         Issue: DOE’s current test procedure is very well intended but the results of the proposed
test standard will likely disadvantage condensing boilers.  The new test procedure may
reduce the efficiency rate of condensing boilers by 10% and make will not qualify under the
proposed standard due to the testing methodology. 

·         Recommendation: DOE should maintain the old test procedure until ASHRAE 155 is
completed or a different part load test procedure is finalized.

Standard Issues
·         Issue: Since the test procedure is in flux it is difficult to advocate for a standard position

since the equipment efficiency is unknown.
·         Recommendation: Increase the equipment efficiency by 3-5%.  DOE will likely  have to

recalculate the standard if they do not update the test procedure. 
 

SCG hasn’t shared their position on this rulemaking with the SW team.  We have shared all of our
research with them and have included in the in all of the planning calls.    I believe that AGA will not
comment on the test procedure rulemaking but will be commenting on the standard rulemaking. 
AGA generally disagrees with the rulemaking and would prefer no improvement in the standard. 
SCG hasn’t shared their position with us yet. 
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