
MEMORANDUM 

ASSOCIATION  OF  BAY  AREA GOVERNMENTS  

Representing City and County Governments of the San Francisco Bay Area                  

 

 

DT: February 24, 2017 

 

TO: ABAG Executive Board 

 

FM: Jennifer K. Berg, Principal Program Manager (Energy) 

 

RE: Proposal to California Energy Commission – Local Government Challenge 

 

 

Summary 

 

The California Energy Commission (CEC) has issued a Grant Funding Opportunity (GFO-404), 

called Local Government Challenge.  ABAG, together with a team of other public agencies and 

non-profit organizations intends to submit a proposal called Statewide Benchmarking 

Collaborative project.  ABAG would be the prime recipient on the team and would serve as the 

Program Administrator.  The award notifications will be made on April 11, 2017.  The maximum 

contract allocation is $2 million, with a contract termination date in March 2021. 

 

Action:  Ratify the submittal of the proposal by ABAG to the CEC as the Program Administrator 

for the Statewide Benchmarking Collaborative project, and, if approved, authorize the ABAG 

Acting Executive Director to enter negotiations and execute the necessary agreements in an 

amount not to exceed $2 million. 

 

Background  

 

The CEC’s Existing Buildings Energy Efficiency Action Plan (Action Plan) provides a roadmap 

to activate market forces and transform California’s existing residential, commercial, and public 

buildings to become high-performing and energy-efficient. The Action Plan serves as an 

important tool in the implementation of components of SB 350 (requiring the CEC to establish 

targets and meet goals to double energy efficiency in buildings), and AB 802 (requiring the CEC 

to implement a statewide benchmarking program for nonresidential buildings). The Local 

Government Challenge Program is detailed in Strategy 1.7 of the Action Plan.  

 

In its 2016-2017 budget, the Legislature approved the CEC’s expenditure authority to administer 

repaid and repurposed federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), State 

Energy Program funds. A total of $10.2 million has been made available for the Challenge 

program. The Challenge program will encourage participation from both small and large local 

governments by separating funding into two categories, the Small Government Leadership 

Challenge and the Energy Innovation Challenge.  ABAG’s proposal will fall under the Energy 

Innovation Challenge category, which expressly allows for proposals from councils of 

governments.   

 

The goal of this project proposal is to foster the coordination of government implementation of 

benchmarking and transparency policies in furtherance of the mandates of AB 802 requiring 
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energy benchmarking of commercial and multifamily buildings and use of the data to increase 

energy efficiency in buildings.  Further the project will support a robust stakeholder engagement 

strategy that will empower building owners and local governments in their efforts to improve the 

performance of buildings across the state. Successful deployment of the statewide benchmarking 

program will largely depend on whether local jurisdictions have access to sufficient capacity, 

resources, and expertise. By convening regular working group calls, providing a platform for 

coordination with the CEC, capturing lessons learned, offering technical assistance, and 

convening in-person meetings, this project initiative will help cities further their own 

benchmarking efforts and contribute to the ramp-up and implementation of the statewide 

program.  

 

Key deliverables from the project are: 

• Coordinate 6 local governments partners to advance local and state energy benchmarking 

and transparency policies and programs;  

• Ensure alignment between local and state programs as much as possible. Alignment will 

be necessary across a range of issues, including but not limited to: data infrastructure, 

time of year of reporting, data storage, Building Department/CEC coordination, and best 

practices of Benchmarking Help Centers;  

• Capture lessons learned by local governments at each stage of the benchmarking and 

disclosure cycle to share with the CEC and stakeholders to demonstrate the benefits of 

benchmarking and provide guidance on using the data to reduce energy use;  

• Deliver technical, communication, and policy assistance to participating local 

governments;  

• Foster discussion and dissemination of ideas among local governments;  

• Assist with outreach to real estate, affordable housing, and building industry groups by 

leveraging local government partnerships;  

• Disseminate the learnings and outcomes through channel partners to a wider market, both 

within and outside of California. 

 

 

ABAG has teamed with the following agencies on this proposal: 

 

• City and County of San Francisco 

• City of Berkeley 

• City of Oakland 

• City of San Jose 

• City of San Diego 

• County of Los Angeles 

 

The term of the contract is from July 2017 through March 2021. 

 

cc: Brad Paul, Acting Executive Director 


